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FOR YOUR INFORMATION

The following people can be contacted by the Convention Center Personnel: Alan Balsdon, Kristen Casto, James Caracciolo, Cheryl
Chamberlain, Carol Dristle Lindsay DeLucca, Claude Commisso, Paul Rodriguez, Dan Greaven, Joe Santo, Michele Nelson, Pamela Mendel,
Greg Menig, Mathew Hennings, Frank Hufnagel, Sue Utz, Ray Zajac, Michael LaMastra, Katie Estes

COMPETITIVE EVENTS
e No Electronic Communication Devices in Any Contest Area — No student/team may use an electronic device in the
contest/cluster area unless preapproved for a competitive event. Any student/team with an electronic device in the cluster/contest
that has not been pre approved will be immediately disqualified from their competitive event.
e No student may bring a backpack or handbag into the contest area.
e No photos may be taken in the contest area by anyone - Advisor and/or students!
e Only those adults that are scheduled to work will be permitted on the contest floor.
NO EXCEPTIONS!
PHOTO IDENTIFICATION
Every competitive event participant will be required to show photo identification in order to compete. The following are VALID examples of
photo ID:
e Passport
Driver’s License/Learner’s Permit
School ID
Sheriff ID
School Attendance Photo Identification
School Yearbook (The actual Yearbook must be with you.)

USE OF INTERNET IN COMPETITION

If an active internet connection is made or an attempt is made during the presentation the student/team will be disqualified immediately.

NAME BADGES
All student competitors must wear name badges and wrist bands at all times. Lost name badges will be replaced at the BOX OFFICE.
Badges will be replaced once a day. Photo ID required.

AWARDS SESSIONS

The dress code is in effect for all General/Awards sessions. You must be appropriately attired to proceed on stage.

In the interest of time students are NOT to congregate in front of the stage for any reason. Photos may be taken after the awards session.
Conference rules are in effect from the time of arrival until the time of departure.

Curfew times are 11:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.

NEW YORK DECA IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR LOST OR STOLEN ITEMS.

ICDC INFORMATION
For information concerning ICDC moveups/contest cancellations contact:
Alan Balsdon, ajbalsd@gmail.com, 716-479-4114

Hotel and Contest Registration contact: Lisa Svara at nydecareg@gmail.com (All emails will be addressed promptly).
Any Chapter with an outstanding SCC/DECA Inc. bill will not participate in future conferences.
The International Career Conference will be held in Atlanta, GA April 25 - April 29, 2026.

Contact Alan Balsdon for additional information. The deadline for the registration and rooming list is Thursday, 3/12/2026, 12 NOON.
Payment is due 3/27/2026.

DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT

New York DECA is committed to creating and maintaining a healthy and respectful environment for all of our emerging leaders and
entrepreneurs. Our philosophy is to ensure all members, regardless of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, sexual
orientation, or socio-economic status are treated equally and respectfully. Any behavior in the form of discrimination, harassment, or bullying
will not be tolerated. It is the responsibility of all members to uphold and contribute to this climate.
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This conference has been designated as a non-smoking event. There can
be NO SMOKING OR VAPING during the conference. This includes any
facility associated with the conference (ie/convention center, hotels, etc.).
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NEW YORK
DECA’S GRIEVANCE POLICY

The New York DECA Competitive Events Grievance Policy:

Policy # 1- Correcting mathematical errors that might occur during the competitive events program at the State Career Conference.
The Grievance Committee will NOT re-judge any event based on what was or what may have been said by a judge and/or competitor
regarding the rules or event before, during, or after a competitive event. Only computational mathematical errors in scoring may be
grieved pursuant to Policy #1.

Policy #2- The committee will hear grievances for any competitive event that does not follow competitive event quidelines. It is the
responsibility of the individual filing the grievance to supply the committee with a copy of the guidelines they believe were violated.

Policy # 3- The Penalty Point Process in written manual events is deemed a subjective process. The only acceptable grievances of the
penalty point process will be mathematical in nature. There will be NO RE-EVALUATION of the Penalty points or the basis on why
these points were assigned. The Judge Chairperson will verify penalty point grievances.

Prior to the start of the State Career Conference, a grievance committee will be established by the Board Chairperson. This committee
will consist of no fewer than three (3) but no more than five (5) individuals.

The procedure to grieve an error is as follows:

The New York DECA Board of Trustees Chairperson must be contacted by a chapter advisor or designee for all on-site
arievances. Following the State Career Conference, the Board Chairperson must be contacted within five school days from the
close of the State Career Conference. This grievance must be in writing (e-mail or letter sent).

The grievance is to be sent via email to Alan Balsdon (ajbalsd@gmail.com) and Lindsay DeLucca (lindsaydelucca@gmail.com).

The Grievance Chairperson can request that documents be faxed or scanned so a decision can be made on the validity of the
mathematical error.

The Grievance Chairperson must notify members of the Grievance Committee of each and every grievance filed. Once a decision
is reached, the Grievance Chair shall provide notification of the decision to the advisor who filed the grievance, the grievance
committee, and the contest chairperson.

If the Committee has to be called to determine the grievance outcome, this process can be done by conference call or e-mail, and
the grievance must be heard within ten days of the close of the State Career Conference.

If the Grievance is successful, no student will have a trophy taken away. A new trophy will be issued to the winning student. The
State Advisor will contact International DECA to see if New York’s quota can be increased for the event in question. If the
grievance is denied, then there are no further avenues of appeal.

*All on-site grievances must be in writing and delivered to Alan Balsdon.

THIS COMMITTEE’S DECISION IS FINAL
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EFICIAL NEW YORK DECA DRE DE

Professional appearance is an important aspect of DECA members' overall preparation for the business world. To that end, New York
DECA supports a dress code that exemplifies the highest standards of professionalism while being non-discriminatory between males
and females.

New York DECA's Board of Trustees has developed the following official dress standards for all Conferences. Students. advisors

and chaperones must follow the dress code.

From the opening session until the end of the closing session, students, advisors and chaperones shall adhere to the following Dress
Code requirements. It is the Chapter Advisor’s responsibility to ensure that their students and chaperones comply with the established
dress code. Advisors should monitor their students’ dress at all functions. Professional business dress should be worn at all events
where a judge or observer may be present.

When Appearing Before Judges/and Appearing on Stage
Professional appearance is an important aspect of the overall preparation of DECA members for the business world. To that end,

DECA supports a dress code for its career-based functions that exemplifies the highest standards of professionalism while being
non-discriminatory between genders. DECA's board of directors has developed the following official dress standards. Students,
advisors and chaperones must follow the dress code. Competitors must wear business apparel during interaction with the judges.
Official DECA Blazers are not required on the state level. All skirts and dresses must be at or below the knee.

WHEN APPEARING BEFORE JUDGES AND ON-STAGE*

Business apparel, blazer, sports coat, shirt, tie, dress slacks*

Dress slacks or dress skirt or business dress*

Collared dress, shirt or dress blouse

Dress shoes, Sneakers of any kind are not permitted and will result in disqualification

UNACCEPTABLE DURING DECA ACTIVITIES

*Skin-tight or revealing clothing*

Midriff-baring clothing*

Swimwear

*Athletic clothing*

Leggings or graphic-designed hosiery/tights*

Clothing with printing that is suggestive, obscene, or promotes illegal substances*

Unacceptable types of dress shoes include boat shoes, canvas or fabric shoes, flip flops or casual sandals, athletic

shoes, industrial shoes, industrial work shoes, and hiking boots

IMPORTANT CODE OF CONDUCT REMINDERS

v Any action that is insubordinate, disruptive, dangerous, violent and/or threatening to the safety, morals, health and/or welfare of the

delegate or others is prohibited.

A student shall not engage in any illegal, lewd, indecent, sexual or obscene act or expression.

A student shall not engage in written, verbal, physical or electronic activities that may lead to illegal acts, harassment, hazing

or bullying. This also includes text messages, postings on DECA and other apps, and all social media such as, but not limited

to Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, TikTok, etc.

v The use of any harassment against anyone on the basis of race, color, creed, national origin, ancestry, age, gender, sexual orientation,
or disability is prohibited.

v Student delegates will refrain from using inappropriate or profane language at all times while at any DECA event. This includes traveling
to and from the event, at the event, in your room or hallway.

v/ Student delegates shall not use any electronic device or electronic method of communication to engage in any illegal, lewd, indecent,
sexual or obscene act or expression on all social media.
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CONFERENCE AGENDA

All events will be held in the Convention Center (CC) or Hyatt Regency (HR))

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4, 2026

8:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

12:00 p.m.

12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

2:30 - 3:00 p.m.

2:00 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.

3:30 p.m. - 3:45 p.m.

3:45p.m.-4:15p.m.

3:45p.m. - 4:15p.m.

4:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

4:30 p.m. - 6:15 p.m.

5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

5:30 p.m.

6:15 p.m.

6:30 p.m.

6:30 p.m.

8:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.

Breakfast (Shuttle service not provided)
Empire Hall (CC)

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION (Shuttle service not provided until 11:30am)
Pick up registration materials. Hand in Required Forms.
Riverside Court (CC)

LUNCH NOT PROVIDED

Exhibitor Booths Set-up
Galleria (CC)

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION
Pick up registration materials. Hand in Required Forms.
Riverside Court (CC)

Registration at the Box Office
Outside Box Office (CC)q

"How-To-Win A Competitive Event” Workshop
Hyatt Grand Ballroom

Voting Delegate Briefing - Mandatory (No Candidates Allowed)
Regency Ballroom, Hyatt

State Officer Candidate Briefing - Mandatory
Regency Ballroom, Hyatt

Advisor's Meeting (Attendance is Mandatory)
Hyatt Grand Ballroom

Campaign Booths Open
Galleria (CC)

GENERAL SESSION 1 - Dinner and Opening Ceremonies
Empire Hall (CC)

Doors open at 4:15 p.m. and close at 4:30 p.m.

Conference Business Attire Required — Assigned Seating
Proper conduct and behavior shall be maintained at all times.
Please refrain from electronic device usage at this time.

Hotel sweeps will be conducted. A
No one will be permitted to leave the session prior to adjournment.

Judges Dinner and Briefing
Riverside Court (CC)

Series Directors/Event Supervisors/Proctors Report to Assigned Area

Judges Report to Contest Area
Convention Center

Competitive Events Begin- As per appointment time
Convention Center/Rochester Riverside

Officer Candidate Presentations/Interviews
Adm. Conference Room (CC)

Advisor’s Dessert Reception
Sponsored by Business Teachers Association of NY and NY DECA
Riverside Court (CC)



7:30 p.m.

10:00 p.m.

10:30 p.m.

11:00 p.m. - 6:00 a.m.

11:15 p.m. - 11:45a.m.

5
Testing - report at 7:15pm
Empire Hall

All Campaign Booths Close
Galleria (CC)

Last Shuttle Bus

CURFEW

No food orders after 10:00 p.m.

Food Delivery to Hotel Lobby stops promptly at 10:30
Assigned Sleeping Rooms

All Advisors Must Sign In

THURSDAY, MARCH 5, 2026

6:45a.m.-8:00 a.m.

6:30 a.m. - 7:30 a.m.

7:00 a.m.

7:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

7:30 a.m.

7:50 a.m.

8:00 a.m.

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.— 2:00 p.m.

10:30 a.m-1:00 pm

12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

12:30 p.m.

2:00 p.m.

Breakfast (Open Seating)
Empire Hall North (CC)

Judges Breakfast
Riverside Court (CC)

All Proctors Report to Contest Area
Convention Center

State Officer Candidate Interview/Nominations Committee
Adm. Conference Room (CC)

Judges Report to Assigned Contest Area
Convention Center

Competitive Events begin - As per appointment time
Convention Center

Testing - Report 7:45am
Empire Hall

Judges Headquarters
Riverside Court (CC)

Exhibitor Booths / Campaign Booths Open
Galleria (CC)
(All Officer Candidates must break booths down at 3:30 p.m.)

Workshops
Attendance is mandatory if not competing.

Grand Hyatt Ballrooms 2™ Floor

VIP Tour
Main Street Skybridge Annex

LUNCH (Open Seating)
Empire Hall (CC)

LUNCH

Riverside Court (CC)

Judges, Workshop Facilitators, Event Directors
Following Lunch, all Judges Report to Contest Area

All Assigned Proctors Report to Assigned Area
Convention Center

State Officers Slate Posted
Box Office Window (CC)



3:00 p.m. Breakdown Campaign and Exhibitor Booths
Galleria (CC)
(All Officer Candidates must break booths down by 3:30 p.m.)

4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. GENERAL SESSION 2 - “Meet the Candidates”
Empire Hall (CC)
Business Casual Attire-Open Seating
All students & advisors not in competition/proctoring must attend!

Open seating - Attendance is Mandatory

5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Voting - Voting Delegates Only

7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. GENERAL SESSION 3  Dinner
Empire Hall (CC)
Casual (school appropriate) Attire - Assigned Seating
All students & advisors must attend this session and are required to stay for the
session until adjournment.

8:45-9:45p.m. Trivia Night - Attendance is Mandatory
) - . EREEE - C L
9:45 p.m. - 10:15 p.m. Ice Cream Social
North Hall (CC)
10:30 p.m. Last Shuttle Bus
11:00 p.m. — 6:00 a.m. CURFEW

No food orders after 10:00 p.m.
Food Delivery to Hotel Lobby stops promptly at 10:30
Assigned Sleeping Rooms

11:15 p.m. - 11:45 p.m. All Advisors Must Sign In
FRIDAY, MARCH 6, 2026
6:45a.m. - 8:00 a.m. Breakfast (Assigned Seating)

Empire Hall (CC)

8:00 a.m. GENERAL SESSION 4 “GRAND AWARDS CEREMONY”
Empire Hall (CC)
Conference Business Attire Required
All students and advisors must attend this session.

11:00 a.m. Feedback — Chapter Packet Pick-up — Coat Room (CC)
Advisors please pick up by NOON or materials will be discarded

Following the Grand Awards Ceremony Boxed Lunch - All attendees can pick-up lunch after the Grand Awards
Ceremony  Galleria(CC)
Hotel Check-Out

DECA’S 80" ANNUAL
INTERNATIONAL CAREER DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE
ATLANTA, GA APRIL 25 - APRIL 29, 2026

*Early arrivals - Friday, April 24*

ICDC registration is due March 12th (12 Noon) via ICDC Google Form - email questions to nydecareg@gmail.com
Payment is due March 27th: Check payable to New York DECA, mail to: The Bonadio Group, Attn: Erin Cregan/Outsource Accounting,
171 Sully’s Trail, Pittsford, NY 14534
Notify Alan Balsdon at ajbalsd@gmail.com of any contest cancellations.

Contact Mr. Alan Balsdon for more information at 716-479-4114
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